Whole Earth Festival 2008

Mending Our Web


Dear Vendors, 


Last year, with great cooperation form the vendors, we at Whole Earth Festival managed to divert over 98% of ‘waste’ from the landfill. Through reducing, reusing, composting, and recycling, we succeeded in ensuring the Festival to be enjoyable to everyone and our mother Earth. Our success is dependent on your cooperation and participation in bringing products that are composed of recyclable or biodegradable content. With reuse being the most sincere form of recycling, Whole Earth Festival will be supplying reusable plates, cups, and utensils to reduce the overall usage of energy and generation of waste.  Please make sure every pre-consumer product, such as containers and bags, are reusable, recyclable, or biodegradable. Below is a list of items that are NOT ACCEPTED at the Festival. These are all items that cannot be recycled or composted (efficiently) and, more specifically, were generated by vendors last year:

· No STYROFOAM or POLYSTYRENE of any sort or any shape. (This includes, but not limited to, cups, clam shells, plates and packing materials)

· No WAXED PAPER products

· No PLASTICS other than #1 plastic (Polyethylene Terephthalate-PETE) or #2 plastic (High Density Polyethylene-HDPE)
· No PLASTIC UTENSILS
· No individually wrapped items; buying certain items in bulk may help prevent this type of waste
· No frozen beverage concentrate containers
· Avoid aseptic packaging such as tetrapack. there are compostable packing options and bulk.

By not bringing these items, you are choosing to be an integral part in the success in running an enjoyable Festival, while shaping the Festival to be an absolute Zero Waste Festival. Here are some suggestions to help you further fulfill the goals of Festival and be a responsible vendor:

· Offer different sized food items (i.e. small, medium, and large) to minimize food waste.

· Provide finger foods, or items that require minimal dishware (i.e. shish kabobs, ice cream cones, etc.)

· Information on biodegradable straws, recycled-paper napkins, and other eco-friendly products can be found at: http://www.greenearthofficesupply.com.

· If you will be using FRYING OIL, please contact us for alternative oil hauling and recycling options

You must pay an additional $25 Environmental Deposit fee as a part of your booth fee in order to compensate for waste that is unavoidable every year.

Failure to comply with the above requirements may result in your company being charged an environmental fee. If you have any questions please email us at chchuang@ucdavis.edu and dayagegar@ucdavis.edu. We would be more than happy to answer any questions about compost and recycling, as well as offer additional strategies to reduce the amount of waste you may generate. Together we will mend our web for our mother Earth.

With much appreciation and happiness,

Crystal Huang and Danny Yadegar

Compost and Recycling Coordinators

