
( Whole Earth Reusables Cooperative (


The Whole Earth Reusables Cooperative (WERC) was formed for the 2002 Whole Earth Festival as one more step toward a waste-free ideal model of an ecologically sustainable event.  Through the cooperation of our volunteers, festival-goers, and, most importantly, food vendors, we hope to successfully eliminate the concept of disposability as a part of the Whole Earth Festival.  Reusing dishes directly reduces our contribution to the landfills, saves forests, prevents land/air/water pollution, and saves energy costs associated with shipping and manufacturing.  The program also gives the consumer a first-hand educational experience that connects them with their responsibility to the resources they consume.  This program obviously could not be successful without the participation of all our food vendors; for that (and more), we greatly appreciate you!

[image: image1.png]4. WEF dleans
dishware and
prepares for distribution
to vendors

3. Customers retum
dishware to WEF
collection stations

2. Vendor
distributes.
dishware to
customers




( Whole Earth Festival owns a large supply of plates, cups, chopsticks, spoons, forks, and mugs.  These dishes are stored clean, in sealed good grade containers. 

( The dish containers are stored in our two WERC booths located in the food vendor court.  Vendors pick up clean dishes from one of the booths and pay a deposit for each dish container.  We ask that vendors pay for dishes in cash.  Please contact a WERC coordinator if you need credit.  The transaction will be recorded in a log at the respective booth.  During high traffic times we will send out volunteers to aid in distribution.

( Food is served to festival-goers on the dishes.  They pay for the price of the food plus the dish deposit.  We will provide signs to explain the deposit system to food purchasers. 

( The dishes are then returned to our collection booths, where food scraps are collected in a compost bin, and the deposit is returned to the food purchaser.  Thus the dish and money cycle is complete.

( The used dishes are taken by bike cart or electric vehicle to a nearby commercial dishwasher where the dishes are washed in a manner as approved by the Environmental Health and Safety inspector.

( And the cycle continues.

Dishwashing Fee 










There is a flat fee charged to vendors for washing dishes. Vendors who only sell drinks and use cups be charged $50 and those who use all varieties of dishware will be charged $100.
	DISH DETAILS

	
	Description
	Total #
	Deposit per Dish
	Container Type
	Dishes per Container
	Deposit per Container

	Cups
	Cambro™ 16 oz. tumbler
	5000
	$1.00
	5-gal bucket
	40
	$40.00

	Plates
	Cambro™ 9inch polycarbonate
	4000
	$1.00
	5-gal bucket
	60
	$60.00

	Mugs
	20oz. insulated plastic
	500
	$2.00
	Large tubs
	Varies
	Varies

	Spoons
	Stainless Steel teaspoon
	3000
	$0.50
	½ gal container
	100
	$50.00

	Forks
	Stainless Steel 3-tine salad fork
	4000
	$0.50
	½ gal container
	100
	$50.00

	Chopsticks
	Melamine standard size
	1000 sets
	$0.50/set
	Tupperware™
	50 sets
	$25.00


By not having to purchase dishware and transport them, this program actually saves you money!
By agreeing to vend at the Whole Earth Festival you agree to participate in WERC.  Disposable dishes, silverware, beverage containers, etc. of any kind are not allowed at WEF. However, you are allowed to bring compostable dishware, in case of an emergency and there is a break down in the WERC system. WEF staff will notify you when using compostable dishware is permitted. Please do not bring your own reusable dishware, as we cannot guarantee that it will be returned to you. 

We will supply purified water for the festival free of charge.  Please help us minimize waste by purchasing in bulk and limiting the amount of pre-consumer waste you generate!

Contact: Jon Chiou, Jon Coy and Sonny Mohammadzadeh @ (530) 752-2569 or

WERC@wef.ucdavis.edu









